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The Crown of the
Holy Roman
Emperor, Set with
Polished But Uncut
Gems, the Most
Remarkable and
Historic Object in the
Collection for Which
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the Austrian Republic
and the ex-Emperor
Are Squabbling.
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HE former Emperor and Empress of

Austria, Karl and Zita, who were

exiled on the island of Madeira
after their recent spectacular effort to
crawl back on the throne, are now penni-
less. -

Although ex-Emperor Karl has been
awarded by the Allies the priceless
“Treasure of the Golden Fleece" he can-
not pay his board bill. Even+*though he is
the owner of ninety-four wagon loads of
inestimable treasures, Karl and his im-
rerial wife have been forced to leave the
villa he was living in in Fumchal, Ma-
deira, and they have taken an old house
on the top of the mountain, where the rent
ie free. The doors and windows are
shaky, the plastering is cracked and the
couple sleep in a tiny room, which is the
only bedroom safe from the intrusion of
the rain.

Nowhere in the world is there such an
extraordinary anomaly as this penniless
owner of this priceless treasure which the
Austrian Republie is holding onto while
the exiled Emperor and his wife are de-
pendant upon charity for the roof over
their heads and their three frugal meals
a day.

The Order of the Golden Fleece is one
of the oldest orders of knighthood in
Europe, having been founded by Duke
Philip the Good of Burgundy in 1430. In
age it ranks after the English Order of
the Garter and Order of the Bath, but in

preservation of its original treasures and

fts original mediaeval ceremonial the
Golden Fleece surpassed all others.

Most of the famous kings and princes of
Europe for the last five hundred years
have been Knights of the Golden Fleece.
Such famous historical characters as the
Emperor Charles V., Charles the Bold of
Burgundy, King Philip 1I. of Spain, the
cruel Duke of Alva, King Lounis XIV. of
France, Caesar Borgia and scores of
¢thers have worn {ts badge.

The Duke Philip the Good of Burgundy,
who founded the order, was a great sov-
ereign whose territories included Bur-
gundy and the Low Countries—Belginm
and Holland. He ordained that the office
of Grand Master of the Order of the Gold-
en Fleece should be hereditary in his de-
scendants, With the death of Charles the
Bold, Duke of Burgundy, in 1477, the male
line of Burgundy came to an end. His
heiress, Mary, married the Emperor Maxi{-
milian of Austria and Germany, snd with
ber passed the possession of Belgium and
Holland and the office of Grand Master of
the Order of the Golden Fleece. But at
this time the treasure of the Golden Fleece
remained in Belgium.

The order was the most prized decors-
tion of the richest civilizsation in Europe
at that time. All the wonderful art of
Flanders and the Low Countries in the
period of the Renaissance were employed
in enriching the badiges, insignia, emblems
and chapter house of the order. Thus it
was that the so-called "treasure of the
order” became the richest collection of its
kind in the*world and remains so to-day.

The Emparor Maximilian's crown, and
with it the Order of the Golden Fleece
passed to his grandson, the famous Em-
peror Charles V., who ruled over more
territory than any men in history. His
possessions included Germany, Bpain, the
Netherlands, all of North and South Amenr
fca and all of Asia.

The chapter house of the Golden Fleece
still remained at Bruges In Belglum.
When the young Empeyor, after his coro-
nation, entered Antwerp and other ocities
of the Netherlands, with ceremonies of In-
describable splendor, he wore the collar of
the Golden Fleece upon his armor and the
knights and their banners formed the rich-
est feature of the public processions, al

Ex-Emperor Karl, Looking Like an Italian Laborer, ¢
in Exile at Madeira, with His Wife, Zita.

though the slightly drapnd'maldena may

lave attracted more attention.

The Emperor Charles V.'s dominions
proved too great a burden for one mon-
arch. At his death Germany ssed to
one son and Spain, the Netbherlandes and
the colonies went to anothet. The lord:
ship of the Golden Fleece naturally went
to the Spanish King with the Nether-
lands. But in the middle of the eighteenth
century the Spanish Hapsburg family died
out in the male line and the chleftaincy of
the famous order passod by male descent
to the Austrian Emperor, then called “the
Holy Roman Emperor.”

The subsequent Spanish kings were so
much attached to their anclent associe-

tion with the Order of the Golden Fleece
that a Spanish branch of the order was
founded., This still flourishes, but up to
tha war was regarded as slightly secon-
dary tn the Austrian order.

In the eighteenth century the Austrian
rules caused the famour treasure of the
order to be removed {rom Bruges, itz origi-
nal home {n Belgium, to Brussels, the cap-
ftal of the country,

Then came the tremendous uppheaval of
the French Revolution and the "Emperor
and the Knights of the Golden Fleece real-
ized that their tmgasure was in danger
;‘mm the hungry ad ragged democrats at

aris.

It was then that the immenee size and
value nf the treasure became known to
the world.

“The treasure,” says a historian, “filled

ninety-four wagopns,
consisting of jewels,
insignia, regalia. plate,
armor and church orna-
) ments, including a
i golcen ecrucifix, . in

which was lmheﬂdnq a
® piece of the true Cross,

on which the knights
the orcer were
sworn in. There *were
also manuscripts and a
great quantity of magnificent . tapestries.”

The procession of ninety-four wagons
started off on a long and circuitous route
to Vienna just in time to escape a raid by
8 dashing band of French revolutionists.
That was in 1702. Since then the treasurs
of the order has been carefully guarded at
Vienna, Some of the more precious ob-
jects were kept in the Imperial Treasury
at Vienna with the crown jewels, where
they could be better guarded. The other
objects, such as the throne and chaing of
the knights, plctures, armor, tapestries
and so forth were In the chapter house of
the order, where the Emperor presided at
the admission of new knights.

Then came the catastrophe of the great
war, which completely wrecked Austria
and the very ol Hapsburg family. Under
the peace trealy it was provided that Aus
tria should restore to various countries
the vast art collections which she had
wrested from them by military and politi-
cal pressure. This was principally de-
signed to restore to Italy the art treasures
of which Austria had stripped her at var
fous times.

Under this provision, however, Belgium
lald claim to the treasure of the Golden
Fleace on the ground that it originally had
its headquarters In Belgium and was es-
sentially a creation of ancient Belgian art.

The Allies appointed a special tribunal
to consider this curious eclaim. It con-
sisted of an American lawyer and army
officer, Hugh A. Bayne, of the firm of
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The Emperor Charles V., the Exiled Emperor's Most Famous
Ancestor, Entering Antwerp, Wearing the Collag of the

Golden Fleece Over His Armor.

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft, a Paris
lawyer, Jacques Lyon, and an English bar-
rister, P. Fisher Williams. After nearly a
year's finvestigation, during which they
delved into historical records running hack
for 500 years, they decided that the treas-
ure of the Golden Fleece passed by the
universally recognized laws of inheritance
to the head of the Hapsburg family, now
represented by ex-Emperor Karl®and that
there was no ground for awarding the
treasure to Belgium.

But the tribunal made no attempt to
restore the treasure to ex-Emperor Karl
That was left as an Austrian internal af-
failr, to be settled between the new Aus-

trian Government and {ts former monarch.

W1l he ever get the treasure or any pa®
of ite value? It does not seem probable,
although there i no doubt that he will
make every effort to do so, especially as
he is reported to be reduced to absolute
poverty.

The new Austrian Government is some-
what Sociallstle, and is also regarded as
being nut fhr from bankpuptey. It will
probably settle any controversy with the
ex-Emperor In the most favorable manner
to itself,

There are good grounds for regarding
the treasure of the Golden Fleece as semi-:
public property, evidenced by the fact that
fts most preclous poseessions have been
kept In the Imperial Treasury with the
crown jeweals.

The Austrian Government asserts that
the crown jewels are public property, paid
for with the taxes and revenues of the
Auetrian people. It also charges that the
ex-Emperor Karl, {in his hasty flight
Vienna after the revolution, carried Ry
surreptitiously some of these crown
jewels.

The vatie of the jewels carried away

has been recently estimated at $1,-
000,000,000, but there is no reliable
expert valnation of them. The
Austrian Government asserts that bhe

Great Britamm Righis Reserved, f

pawned these
jewels in order
to pay for his
recent futlle ef-
fort to seize the
crown of Hun-
gary, and that
that adventure
is the cause of
his present pov-
erty and not
ANY unreason-

able meanness
of the Govern-
ment. The ex-

Emperor in re-
ply has declared
that he only
carried away
what was strict-
1y personal prop-
erty, but here
again the Gov-
ernment is likely to settle the controversy
for its own benefit.

A pending lawsuit shows that the ex-
Emperor pledged the Jewels he carried
away with a Swiss bank and that at pres.
ent he is penniless,

The precious objects in the collection

called “the treasure of the Golden Fleecea”
would need a volume to describe them
fully. One of the most valuable ohjacts is
the collar or “potence” of the herald of the
order, which bears enameled medallions
emblazoned with the arms of the original
knights. This is not only valuable on ac-
count of the great amount of gold and
precious stones it contalns, but because
it is a fine specimen of Flemish art of the
best period. The official description of
this object says:

“This magnificent gold chain, styled the
‘Potence,’ was worn by the king-at-arms
or chief herald of the Order of the Golden
Fleece (who bore the official name of
Toliwon 4'Or) at festivals celebrated by the
order. It was worn round the ¥houldets,
the Golden Fleece itseM resting on the
middle of the breast.

“This remarkable relic consists of a
gold collar to the lower edge of which the
chain of the Fleece is attached. The col-
lar {tself {s in two rows and Is composed
of twenty-six oblong-shaped links, slightly
convex on the upper surfaces and with
their longer sides adjacent to each other.
The Hnks are fastened together by means
of a corresponding number of movable
joints or hinges, and It {s to the lower and
projecting pivots of these that the afore-
sadd chaln of the Fleece is fixed.

“On each of the twenty-six links there
are two escutcheons placed one above the
other, emblazoned in colored enamel with
the coats-of-arms of former knights of the
order.”

The crucifix used in the ceremonies of
the order is another object of immense
valune, not only because of its precious
materials, but because it contains one of
the best authenticated pieces of the true
Cross in exjstence,

Ancient Print in the
Austrian Imperial
Treasury,
Showing the Emperor
in Crown, Coronation
Robes and Regalia.

.

The Gloves Worn
by the Emperor as
Grand Master of
: the Golden Fleece.

“The crucifix,” save the
catalogue, “ir ornamented
with convex-shaped prec-
fous stones, sapphires and
pearls, before which the
newly appointed knight
was required to take the
oath, R

"“On the front there is a
movable part covering a
receptacle in which frag-
ments of the true Cross
are preserved. Both on
the back and front of the
hase, the coat or arms of
the founder of the order is
engraved, and on both
sides the emblems of the
order are reproduced.”

The badge of the order,
which hangs down on the
breast in front of the cal
lar is a sheep’s fleece irras
diated by a mediaeval fire
flint. The sheep's fleece
is= of diamondas and the
rays of the flint are repre-
gented by rubies.

The mantle of a knight
i of crimson velvet, én
which the design of the
fleece and the fire flint are
: repeated a hundred times.
A historic example belonging to one of the
earliest knights is included in the treasure,

The treasure contains a great collection
of paintings of Bnanish and Flemish old
masters, Including such famonsz names as
Velasquez and Van der Leyden. The total
value of the treasure has never heen esti-
mated by an expert, but it undoubtedfy
runs into many millons of dollars.

The other objects in the Austrian Im-
perial Treasury form the most interesting
collection of crown jewels in existence.
Chief among them is the crown of “the
Holy Roman Emperor,” the title formerly
borne by the Austrian rulers as head of
all the German states. Napoleon Bona-
parte ended the use of this title. The
crown i8 of Byzantine design and is of
pure gold adorned with polished uneut
prectous stones in an elaborate filagree
setting. The coronation robes accompany-
ing this crown are of eleventh century
Saracen creation and tremendously wvalu-
able,

There is a separate crown known as the
Austrian imperial crown. This is extraors
dinarily rich in jewels. It is mainly orna-
mented with diamonds, pearls and rubles.
Upon its summit is the finest sapphire in
existence. It s recorded that this crown
cost 700,000 thalers 350 years ago.

Among the most remarkable objects in
the Tmperial Treasury are a piece of the
table cloth used at the Last Supper, a
plece of the Holy Apron used by the Sa-
vior whén washing the feet of the
Apostles, a fragment of Christ's manger
and a tooth of St. John the Baptist.

It is significant that in an officlal cata-
logue issued before the war it is stated
that the Austrian imperial erown and a
number of other jewels are “the private
property of the imperial house,” The jew-
elg hurried away by ex-Emperor Karl in
his baggage came from this section of the
treasury. ’

Conspicuous among these family jewels
is the great “Florentine diamond.” which
Is now set in the form of a hat buckle. It
welghs' 133% carats and is one of the
largest in existence. It originally belonged
to Charles the Bold of Burgundy, who lost
it fp battle. It wag picked up by a soldiar

‘and sold for fifty cents.

It passed into the possession of the great
Medici family at Florence, from whom #
received its name. The first Austrian sov-
ereign to wear them was the popular Em-
press Maria Theresa.

Of equally great historic interest are
the magnificent bridal jewels of the un-
happy Queen Marie Antoinatte, entirely
adorned with rubles. Although she lost her
life her jewels were smuggled back tn her
family In Austria and used by subseqnent
Austrian empresses. '

According to some of his friends, tha
ex-Emperor carried away barely enough
of those jewels to pay for his disastrous
fiying machine trip to Hungary. As he
struggles to meet the butchers’ and gre-
cers' bills accumulated by his wife and six
children at Madeira, and thinks of that
vast store of lost wealth, his feelings must
be very unbappy.
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